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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method of transmitting messages between a plurality of bus users, 
each of which is connected with a communication bus for exchanging messages, 
and including a diagnostic device for diagnosing a disturbance of the 
communication bus, the method comprising the acts of: 

conducting a message transmission between two of the plurality of bus 
users; and 

for diagnosing the message transmission, operating in a diagnostic 
operating mode which differs from a normal operation, and asking by the 
diagnostic device a bus user receiving the message to output said message on the 
communication bus. 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the acts of: 

in the diagnostic operating mode, causing a third bus user to receive the 
message; and 

reading-out a status of the message from the three bus users. 

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein messages are transmitted 
between more than two bus users, the method further comprising the act of 
reading-out the status of the message for all bus users participating in the 
message transmission in an operating mode differing from the normal operation. 
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4. The method according to claim 2, wherein messages are transmitted 
between more than two bus users, the method further comprising the act of 
reading-out the status of the message for all bus users participating in the 
message transmission in an operating mode differing from the normal operation. 

5. The method according to claim 3, wherein the bus users participating 
in the message transmission are read-out of a table. 

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein the bus users participating 
in the message transmission are read-out of a table. 

7. A diagnostic method for messages transmitted between bus users, in 
which said bus users are each linked with a communication bus for purposes of 
exchanging messages and with a diagnostic device for detecting a failure of the 
communication bus, wherein in a diagnostic operation mode that is different 
from a normal operation mode, a first bus user receiving a message is requested 
by the diagnostic device to output said message to the communication bus, 
thereby diagnosing the message transmission between two bus users. 

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein in the diagnostic operation 
mode, a third bus user is caused to receive the message, and further wherein a 
status of the message is read out from each of the three bus users. 
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